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It is spooky season again this year. Just in
time for Halloween, we are talking about

something very scary... tests & contests!

Language Proficiency Tests
English Tests
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Eiken is probably the most popular English test in Japan.
It starts at Grade 5- aimed at Junior High school first years,
and goes up to Grade 1- mainly aimed at University
students. You must be good at reading, writing, listening,
and speaking to pass your test, so it is difficult! At Keika
Girls’, your ALTs and English teachers are always happy
to help you study for Eiken! Don’t be afraid to ask us
anytime. Mr. Morikawa has passed the highest level of
this test so he can really help!

TOEFL (Test of English as a Foreign Language) &
TOEIC (Test of English for International
Communication)

These tests are both made by ETS (Educational Testing
Service) to test the English skills of non-native speakers.
TOEFL focuses on academic English, and TOEIC focuses
on English for a global workplace. They are very useful,
and often mandatory to enter a foreign university or
company. They are especially helpful in the U.S.A. They
do not have different levels like Eiken, but one test for
everyone. This means they are more advanced. Mr.
Morikawa also took these tests about 10 years ago. He
can give you good advice.

(ETS) TOEFL. @ TOEIC
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IELTS (International English Language Testing System).

IELTS is another advanced English test. It launched in 1980. It uses British
English, so many Universities in countries like the UK, Australia, and New
Zealand prefer this test. There is an IELTS academic test, and an IELTS
General Training test. Like the ETS tests, one is more helpful for entering
University, and one is more helpful for finding an overseas job. Yet again,
Mr. Morikawa has a high score on this test too. He is really a master of all
types of English!

Japanese Tests EI ZIKEE ﬁEjJ Eit %ﬁ
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The JLPT stands for the Japanese Language Proficiency Test. If you ever
teach Japanese abroad or to international people, then it's good to know
about this test. It was started in 1984 and it tests language knowledge,
reading ability, and listening ability. There is no speaking or writing part of
the test, so it is a lot easier than tests like Eiken. It is held twice every yearin
many different parts of Japan and in some places, like universities, abroad.
It is always on the first Sunday in July and December. There are 5 levels: N5
is ‘Basic Level,” N4 is ‘Elementary Level,” N3 is ‘Intermediate Level,” N2 is
‘Pre-Advanced Level,” and N1 is ‘Advanced Level.’ Usually, you need to
have either N2 or N1 to get aregularjob in Japan as a foreigner. N1 is near
‘native level.’

The ALT Llew at Keika Commercial High School (&3 3 m%5224) is N1!
Our ALT Erin at Keika Girls" School is N2. Rachel our English teacher from
the U.K. is N3. Congrats, everyone!l Amazing job! So what level is Sheila?
Well... she is very bad at standardized tests and kanji characters, so she is
trying N3 again this December. Please support her! The test recently got
more expensive so now it is ¥7,500. Scary, right? So, she must pass the test
this fime.
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Keika Girls’ School in Tokyo

Every November, one girl from each grade in Keika Girls’ Junior High
School goes to the Kiyotada Tazaki Trophy Private Junior High School
English Recitation Contest. It is usually held in the Bunkyo Ward of Tokyo.
Sheila attended the contest in 2019 and watched it online in 2022. This
year, 2023, is the 21sf contest. Sheila records herself reading the stories for
the 11, 2, H 3 girls so they have an example to follow. Then the
girls give it their own emotion! They are judged on six things:
pronunciation (¥ %), intfonation (#1#5), fluency (Wil <), enunciation (B
F£), memorization(it1&), and audience adaptation (REE).

Schools in Morioka City

Sheila taught English in a few schools in Morioka from 2017-2019. As
Morioka City is the capital of Iwate Prefecture, many events were held
there. One was a yearly Iwate English Speech & Recitation Contest. A

speech contest uses a speech that a student wrote themselves. It is their
own individual opinion. A recitation contest is when students read one
story from a set of stories from a textbook with correct memorization,
intonation, and feeling. Teachers are allowed to help students by
coaching them for both types of contests. Sheila and other ALTs were
judges with other leaders in the city. They listened & graded the
children’s performances. Then they chose the winners together.

PRES®

Japanese Contests

Queensland Japanese Language Speech Contest

In Australia there are yearly Japanese speech contests for high school &
University students. Year 7 - 10 students learn 1-2 minute pre-written
speeches, but add their own details. For example, the year 9 topic is: My
good friend. Students all memorise the same speech but fill in blanks for
things like their friend’s name, birthday, and hobbies. In year 11 and 12
students choose from a list of topics and write a 3-minute speech.
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The year 12 topics this year are Identity, Future plans, or Social issues. In
University, you can write your own 5-minute speech about anything you
like! Erin entered this contest a few times in High school, but never won a
prize. Luckily, she did better in university! She entered the University
contest twice, and won both fimes.

one from New Zealand as well. You give the same speech, so you must ,+3

remember it for a long time! Erin’s first speech was about anime D

production. She talked about different jobs like director, producer, writers [ .
animator, production assistant, voice actor, and the difficulties they
have. The next year she spoke about a zoo she visited in Shirahama
called ‘Adventure World'. She described 3 animals that she thought
were being mistreated, & gave suggestions on how to help them. Of
course, she talked about the good points of the zoo too! The anime

speech won 3rd place, & the animal speech won a special prize.

el
Erin’s tips for memorising a speech: Rememb

J—

. Read it out loud again and again.

2. Write it down again and again. Typing it can still help, but doing it

by hand helps you focus more.

Record yourself and listen to it later.

4. Make palm cards. Practice looking down at your palm cards, then
up at an imaginary audience. Look down, look up, down, up.

5. As you're practicing like this- you'll realise you need to look down
less and less, until you can say the whole thing without looking at
the speech once!

6. Now that you don't need to be holding your paper, you can

practice in any free time. Say it in the shower, in bed before you

go to sleep, say it in your head while you're on the train!
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